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Founder’s Message 

 

A few years ago, I found myself frustrated with 
what I had seen in some Humane Societies and 
Animal Control facilities.  I found myself 
being torn between my desires to help the less 
fortunate while trying to balance a busy career.  
I t became impossible for me to do both. 

It was at that time that I knew my life’s 
mission was to make a difference in as many 
lives as possible of the thousands of animals 
that are euthanized daily, and the thousands 
more that die horrible deaths on the streets, 
alone and unwanted. 

Our needs are simple.  We need your support.  
Whether you choose to make a financial 
contribution, join a committee, or donate goods 
or services, you can help us help them. 
Remember us in your will, or recommend us to 
a friend.  You make a difference! 

 

With Gratitude,  

Dennis 

Dennis Bumbaugh 
Founder and CEO 
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A capital campaign to raise $990,000 to construct a multi-purpose animal shelter adding more space to 
house dogs, cats and a spay/neuter clinic will begin in March at Better Days Animal League, a non-
profit organization that operates two animal shelter locations in Shippensburg and Chambersburg. 
The campaign will kick off with online sales of memorial bricks, photo engraved tiles, and a Spring 

Fling Casino Night to be held on May 7, 2011. 

PHASE  1: Phase 1 in the four-phase plan is to raise $50,000 to fund engineering and architectural services and 
provide much needed upgrades to sustain the current infrastructure. Plans for soundproofing and making the 
property environmentally friendly are all included. Better Days has current engineering proposals and 
welcomes additional bids during phase 1 of the project. 

PHASE 2: Phase 2 is construction of the new building containing 40 new dog kennels of varying sizes, with 
modern cleaning, heating, ventilation and waste disposal systems, an open, free-roaming cattery and a much 
needed surgical suite to provide low cost spay/neuter clinics for the local community. The additional kennels 
and expanded cattery will allow Better Days to increase the housing capacity and expand exposure for 
adoption. 

PHASE  3: Phase 3 consists of the addition of a rainwater capture system to be used for cleaning and a small 
wind turbine to reduce the month to month expenses incurred by the shelter and minimize the impact on the 
environment. These additions are expected to reduce the monthly expenses for utility service by 30-40%. The 
current budget, available on the website at www.BetterDaysAnimals.com, also includes allocation of $20,000 
specifically for soundproofing materials to minimize noise impact to nearby residents.  

PHASE 4: Phase 4 includes paying off current land debts secured by the organization, rendering it debt free.  

This will be the first major expansion of the shelter since the property was purchased and the original building 
was erected. Dennis Bumbaugh, Founder and CEO, said, "We had no idea how severe the need was in the area 
when we opened our doors as a support service to existing organizations. This expansion is not out of want; it 
is pure necessity. We must make these improvements to continue to do what we do."  

The shelter relies on donations and fundraising activities for almost all of its support. Better Days also applies 
for grants, works with local townships and has five area thrift stores to help balance its budget. Any surplus 
funds raised by the organization during the campaign will be put into a veterinary fund to provide ongoing 
medical care to the animals. 

Over the past three years, the shelter has accepted more than 2,700 abandoned animals and does not euthanize 
animals for space. Instead, the shelter concentrates on adoption and public awareness efforts. Better Days 
serves residents and homeless animals in Franklin, Cumberland and Fulton counties and also provides cruelty 
investigation.  

For more information or to contribute, please visit, www.BetterDaysAnimals.com. Checks may be sent to: 
Better Days Animal League, 12310 Mongul Hill Road, Shippensburg, PA 17257. Better Days Animal League is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all contributions are tax deductible.

http://www.betterdaysanimals.com/
http://www.lebanonhumane.com/
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At Better Days Animal League the animals come first!  An animal is never too old, too sick, or too 
unadoptable.  We take in as many animals as we can and care for each one of them with the love 
and care that these forgotten animals so truly deserve.  At Better Days, our greatest sources of pride 
are our “Happy Tails”.    

What is a “Happy Tail”?  Each animal that arrives to us has his or her own story, and we ensure 
that each animal gets their happy ending or “Happy Tail.”  Even if the animal is never adopted, they 
find their “Happy Tail” or “Forever Home” with us.  With the support of our volunteers and donors 
we make dreams come true for each individual animal.   

Our animals never feel lost and forgotten, and they are never discarded or euthanized to make space 
for more adoptable animals.  Every animal, even an abused and injured dog or cat, has the ability to 
bring immense joy and loving company to the lucky family  who adopts them.  Although Better 
Days has litters of healthy puppies and kittens available for adoption, our most prideful “Happy 
Tails” are when our seemingly unadoptable animals find loving forever homes.   
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Taz  
Taz came to us from an animal control 

facility with a high euthanasia rate.  

Before arriving at Better Days, this poor 

boy had been the victim of horrific abuse 

where he had suffered severe chemical 

burns at the hands of the humans that 

were supposed to be caring for him. Taz 

may have lost an eye as a result, but his 

spirit and desire to live remained intact, 

and he quickly became a favorite among 

our volunteers.  Taz turned out to be the 

most gentle, loving dog anyone could ask 

for.  Then, at Better Days, it happened – 

Taz found his dream home!  Today he enjoys the unconditional love 

and affection of his new family.  

 

 
Justus and Lady J  

Better Days Animal League prides itself on being more 

than just an animal shelter – we rescue.  One of our 

hallmark cases was the rescue of “Justus,” and 

subsequent rescue of his partner, “Lady J.”  Justus and 

Lady J were strays in the South Mountain area before 

Justus became the victim of a human inflicted gun-shot 

wound to the face.  Our Humane Officer came to his aid 

and rescued Justus, who would require an intensive 

surgery in order to survive.  ABC television news reported 

on Justus’ story, and thanks to generous community 

donations, he was saved with an emergency surgery.  Justus, along with Lady J, now permanently 

reside in the sanctuary setting at Better Days where they freely run the fenced-in field all day every 

day.   

 

http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Taz3.jpg
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Taz1.jpg
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Taz3.jpg
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Taz1.jpg
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Catherine  

Catherine is a very sweet cat who has special needs; she was found in 

the middle of the road where she was distressed and disoriented. She 

has been diagnosed with a neurological impairment that affects her 

motor skills, but does not cause her any physical pain. Her diagnosis 

and traumatic origins have not stopped her.  She is an extremely 

friendly and affectionate girl who enjoys the company of her fellow 

cat residents in Better Days’ free-roaming cattery, where she will 

remain until she is found and adopted by a special forever family.  

 

Tink  

Tink  is a beautiful old girl, an underweight cocker 

spaniel, who came to Better Days after gross 

neglect by her owners that resulted in severe 

medical issues.  Tink had been abandoned in a 

house for two weeks before she was rescued, but 

her neglect clearly began long before that.  

When she arrived at the shelter she was infested 

with fleas, extremely matted, and her dew claws 

were so overgrown that they had actually grown 

back into her paws piercing her pads.  Despite 

her pain and abandonment, Tink had a soft 

sweetness that none of the volunteers could 

resist.  She was groomed, vetted and treated for 

her fleas.  Now, Tink lives with a loving new 

adoptive family where she is never alone and 

always the center of attention.   
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Rommy  

Rommy is a beautiful, big boy who was found as a stray 

and picked up by BDAL’s Humane Officer.  He had 

gotten into a scuffle with a porcupine, and came out on 

the losing end.  His owners were located, but after hearing 

the story and considering the impending veterinary bill to 

treat Rommy, they requested that he be “put down.”  Even 

with a painful, throbbing face full of quills, Rommy’s 

disposition was tender and affectionate and no one could 

bear the thought of euthanizing such a gentle fellow.  After 

several volunteers pooled their money to pay for his 

treatment, the quills were removed and Rommy was 

treated for the resulting infection.  Today, Rommy is 

healthy and exuberant and plays with his six adoptive cat 

and dog siblings during the day and sleeps with his 

“Dad” every night.    

 

Nala  

Nala is a yellow lab mix puppy who was found as a 

stray in an area where suspected dog fighting  rings 

were prevalent.  Nala's ears had been cut off, and her 

spine and back leg had severe scarring consistent with 

tissue damage that may result from 

knife wounds or chemical burns.  While the origins of Nala's injuries are 

unconfirmed, BDAL’s Humane Society Officer speculated that she may have 

been prepped for use as a “bate dog" for a dog fighting ring.  Despite the 

horrific  and torturous way that Nala's life began, her joyful spirit and playful exuberance were 

evident from the moment that she arrived at Better Days.  It wasn’t long before Nala found her 

new forever home -   a loving, safe place in the woods where romping through wildflowers and 

blueberry bushes with her new “brother"  fills her days with happiness.   
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OUR MISSION:   

Dedicated to the principle that all life must be treated with value, dignity, and respect.   

 

OUR VISION S: 
 

Determined to prevent abuse and neglect through education on the proper and responsible care of animals. 

Devoted to raising public awareness on the importance of spaying and neutering to limit unwanted animals. 

Driven to create a healthier & kinder community for humans and animals alike.   

Dutiful in the encouragement of kindness towards all animals.   
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ADOPTIONS:  Better Days Animal League has adoption centers in 

Shippensburg and Chambersburg.  All animals receive vaccinations 

and veterinary care before they are placed in their loving new homes.  

If you would like to add a new family member to your home, please 

consider adopting from Better Days.  You will find photos and profiles of 

the dogs and cats available for adoption on our website at 

www.BetterDaysAnimals.com.  Please fill out an adoption application and make an 

appointment to meet your new love!   

ANIMAL CRU ELTY INVESTIGATIONS:  Better Days has a Humane Society Police Officer 

who enforces the laws of the State of Pennsylvania regarding animal abuse and neglect under 

Pennsylvania state crimes code Title 18 Sec. 5511 in Franklin, Cumberland, and Fulton Counties.  If 

you witness an act of animal cruelty, please contact us.  ALL COMPLAINTS OF CRUELTY AND 

NEGLECT TO ANIMALS ARE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AND ARE INVESTIGATED.   Better Days 

has rescued distressed dogs and cats that have been hit by cars, shot, abandoned, or otherwise abused 

and severely neglected.  Our community calls for help include numerous concerns about animals that 

are left chained outside without proper housing, food and water on the hottest summer days and 

coldest winter nights.  Animals that are helpless to defend themselves need our communityõs helpñwe are 

their voice.   

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES:   

Shelter:  Better Day Animal League provides a temporary shelter or permanent sanctuary setting 

home for many of our community’s abused and abandoned animals.  We provide for all basic needs 

of our animals including food, veterinary care, training, exercise and socialization.  Better Days has 

taken in over 2,700 animals, and we continue to take in and care for more every day.   

Education:  The shelter provides educational information to the community on the proper and 

responsible care of animals.  Better Days gives presentations to area schools, works with groups such 

as the girl scouts, and provides education to prevent abuse and neglect and to promote awareness of 

the importance of spaying and neutering.   

Volunteer Program:  Our shelter’s program boasts over 125 volunteers.  Better Days relies on our 

amazing volunteers to help keep our animals safe, socialized and happy.  Our volunteers also help out 

in our five thrift stores and work on our fundraising committee.  We could not save, and place in 

homes, the many animals that come to Better Days without the generosity and unwavering devotion 

of our volunteers.         
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What better way to remember a loved one or commemorate a 
special day than an engraved brick on our memorial walkway. Do 
you have a special photo that you want 
to have permanently displayed? Choose 
our interior custom photo tiles! The 
hallw ays inside our new shelter are 
going to be tiled with donated custom 

photo tiles. What a beautiful way to 
display your love for your forever friend! 

Brick Paver 4x8 $50.00 

Brick Paver 8x8 100.00 

Interior Photo Tile 8x10 500.00 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Name $200,000.00 

Dog Meet & Greet Room 10,000.00 

Open Cattery 50,000.00 

Cat Meet & Greet Room 10,000.00 

Dog Isolation 35,000.00 

Cat Isolation 20,000.00 

Education Room 15,000.00 

Kennels (each) 2,500.00 

Emergency Triage Unit 10,000.00 

Surgical Suite 10,000.00 

Recovery Room 10,000.00 

Incoming Lobby  (animal intake) 25,000.00 

Outgoing Lobby/Reception  (adoptions) 25,000.00 

Retail Area 10,000.00 

Cruelty Investigation Room 15,000.00 

 
Throughout the new shelter we are offering numerous opportunities for naming. Each sponsor can 
choose to have their name, business or in memory of a beloved family member/pet in any of the 
following areas. 

 

http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Picture-3-e1300175293169.png
http://www.tilepix.com/pets/pet_images/Un_named.jpg
http://www.lewinmonument.com/pet markers/pet_cemetery_marker_enlarged2.htm
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Picture-3-e1300175293169.png
http://www.tilepix.com/pets/pet_images/Un_named.jpg
http://www.lewinmonument.com/pet markers/pet_cemetery_marker_enlarged2.htm
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Picture-3-e1300175293169.png
http://www.tilepix.com/pets/pet_images/Un_named.jpg
http://www.lewinmonument.com/pet markers/pet_cemetery_marker_enlarged2.htm
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Picture-3-e1300175293169.png
http://www.tilepix.com/pets/pet_images/Un_named.jpg
http://www.lewinmonument.com/pet markers/pet_cemetery_marker_enlarged2.htm
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There are many ways you can donate to Better Days Animal League, from a general online gift to a 
charitable bequest, your contribution will have a significant impact in the lives thousands of animals.  
Better Days Animal League is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and your donations are tax deductible. 

 

Do you have something special that you would like to donate? If you have a special item or service you 

would like to donate please let us know.  You can email us at donate@betterdays.com or call us toll free at 

(866) 493-3590 and press 8.  

 

PLANNED GIVING:  

One of the most simple and caring ways to provide continued support for our rescue is through a 

charitable bequest.  By joining others in making bequests, you can enable Better Days Animal League to 

continue caring for vulnerable, abandoned and abused animals.  

 

ONE TIME SECURE ONLINE DONATION:  

Make a secure online donation via a credit card or paypal on our web site at 

BetterDaysAnimalLeague.org. No amount is too small and all donations are tax deductible and go to help 

care for our animals.  

 

STORM’S FUND: 

Storm's Fund was created to ensure that all rescue animals would have access to medical treatment. 100% 

of all proceeds collected for Storm's Fund will be deposited into an account used to pay for the medical 

treatment of animals in need at Mountain View Animal Hospital.   

 

DONATE YOUR TIME:  

The most valuable thing you can give is your time. Our volunteers are what allows us to be able to 

continue doing what we do.  

 

SPREAD THE WORD:  

Better Days needs the continued efforts of the community in order to continue to provide the love and 

rescue so desperately needed by the abandoned and abused animals in Franklin, Cumberland and Fulton 

counties.  Help us help them by spreading the word about what we do.   

 

Your very important donation can also be mailed to: 

Better Days Animal League 

12310 Mongul Hill Road  

Shippensburg, PA 17257 

 
Better Days Animal League appreciates our donors and volunteers!  We thank you for your unwavering support! 

mailto:donate@betterdays.com
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Storm's Fund was created to ensure that all rescue animals would have access to 

medical treatment. One hundred percent of all proceeds collected for Storm's Fund will 
be deposited into an account used to pay for the medical treatment of the abused, 
abandoned and neglected animals getting their “second chance” at BDAL. 

 

Who is Storm? 
 
West Virginia Animal Control, in conjunction with the local Sheriff’s Office, began efforts to 
investigate an owner after picking up his dog running at large. Attempts to educate the owner on the 
proper treatment of his pit bull terrier were unsuccessful; she continued to live in squalor, surrounded 
by trash and old car parts, tied to a short logging chain.  

Unable to get adequate results, and hampered by local laws, Animal Control and the Sheriff were 
unable to legally move forward to remove the dog, so they tried a different approach – assistance from 
an animal rescue.  

Upon arriving and assessing the situation, it was obvious that the circumstances were dire. The dog 
had inadequate water, housing and food and it was apparent that she had lived tied to the short end of 
that logging chain day after day, month after month.  

The owner admitted that she continued to have litters of puppies but would not disclose the 
whereabouts or condition of the puppies. He refused to relinquish ownership of Storm however he did 
offer to sell her. When she was finally free of the logging chain Storm knew exactly where to go – 
right up into the passenger seat of the black SUV that would take her to her 
new forever home. That was April 14, 2007.  

It was quickly confirmed that Storm had been severely 
malnourished; she was infested with fleas, had broken 
teeth, tested heartworm positive and she was in the 
end stages of yet another pregnancy. Because of her 
current health and condition she was unable to safely 
be treated for the heartworm until she could build 
strength and deliver the puppies. A few short weeks 
later, Storm delivered 5 puppies; only 1 survived. By 
the time that she regained her strength and was able 
to begin treatment for heartworm, it was too late. 
Storm went into congestive heart failure on June 23 and 
crossed the rainbow bridge on June 26, 2007 in the arms of 
her hero. 

http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/donate/storms-fund/_wsb_516x457_dingeandstorm/
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/donate/storms-fund/_wsb_516x457_dingeandstorm/
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/donate/storms-fund/_wsb_516x457_dingeandstorm/
http://www.betterdaysanimalleague.org/donate/storms-fund/_wsb_516x457_dingeandstorm/
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Dear Community and Animal Lovers,  

 
Better Days Animal League is a non-profit animal shelter with adoption 

centers in Shippensburg and Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.  Each year, 

hundreds of cats and dogs come to our shelter in hopes of finding their 

“forever” homes.  We are committed to providing every abused, abandoned and 

neglected dog and cat that comes to BDAL the love and care they so rightly 

deserve until the day they are adopted.   

On any given day we have over 200 animals awaiting their forever homes.  You will 

find photos and profiles of all our dogs and cats that are available for adoption on our 

web site at www.BetterDaysAnimals.com.  Our dedicated volunteers work hard to ensure 

that each of our animals receives unconditional love and affection and the best possible care during 

their stay with us.  We are dedicated to the principle that all life must be treated with value, dignity, 

and respect.  We are their voice.  Together we can make a difference in the lives of our community’s 

forgotten animals. 

We invite you to join our cause and work with us as we begin “Building To Save!”  We rescue 

abandoned and abused animals, accept litters of unwanted puppies and kittens, and find loving homes 

for our animals.  With your help, our dream of a new facility  will provide even more of our 

community’s animals second chances at life and the opportunity to be adopted into loving new homes.  

We desperately want to take in more animals that need us, but we need your help to make this dream 

possible.  Please join us, in any possible capacity, to help us help them.   

Our “Building To Save” campaign is focused on upgrading our current facility and the construction of a 

new building.   

Our current facility has been well utilized, but it is becoming inadequate, now showing the wear and 

tear of hundreds of animals that have already come through our doors.  With so many more animals in 

need, the time to act is now.  We invite you to join our cause so that we may continue to love, treat and 

find permanent homes for many more of our community’s animals in need.   

Every abandoned, abused, neglected and surrendered animal deserves to find a loving home.  Please 

consider the many ways that you can help in our “Building To Save” campaign.  Together, we can 

make a difference.   

Sincerely yours, 

Better Days Animal League  

Board of Directors, Staff and Volunteers   
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To contribute, please visit the shelter web site, 
www.BetterDaysAnimals.com, or send checks to: 

 

Better Days Animal League  
12310 Mongul Hill Road,  
Shippensburg, PA 17257. 

Phone: (866) 493-3590 

 

 

 

http://www.betterdaysanimals.com/

